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are conceived and executed in the same spirit as the book itself, and we can 
do the student no greater favor than to send him to these able annotations 
for stores of instruction. 



A Treatise on the Law of Contracts, and Bights and Liabilities ex Con- 
tractu. By C Gr. Addison, Esq., of the Inner Temple, Barrister at Lair. Second 
American, from the fourth London edition, with notes and references to American 
decisions, by Edward Ingersoll. Philadelphia, 1857: R. H. Small, pp.1264. 

Mr. Addison's treatise on contracts is by far the most useful English 
book on this branch of the law. It is better arranged, more thorough, 
and comprehends a wider range of subjects than that of the late Mr. 
Chitty ; and it is more adapted to the necessities of the practising lawyer 
than Mr. Smith's otherwise invaluable lectures. Mr. Addison treats in 
the first place of the principal contracts with respect to real and personal 
estate, viz : The contracts of sale, and mortgage, pledge, and other species 
of hypothecation ; those of the letting and hiring of property, and with labor, 
services, and carriage, at land and by sea ; and of the other kinds of bail- 
ment, those of insurance, agency, suretyship, marriage, partnership, incor- 
poration, association and the like. The interpretation and construction of 
contracfs, and the rights of action to which they give rise, and the effect 
of assignment, novation, substitution, bankruptcy, and death, upon those 
rights, are then considered. The discussion of the release, discharge, and 
satisfaction of contracts, and the method of compelling their performance 
at law and in equity, as well as of the doctrines of lien, set-off, merger, and 
of the limitation of actions, concludes the book. A vast body of law is 
thus collected in a compact and convenient form, and, we may add, stated 
always with clearness and accuracy. 

We cannot, indeed, consider this work as belonging to the highest order 
of text books. It is, we must admit, little more than a skilful condensa- 
tion of the multitudinous decisions and statutes in England on the subjects 
of which it treats ; and these latter are rather aggregated together by the 
author, than developed through and in any natural or coherent connection. 
There is a lack of that scientific method, that systematic discussion of 
principles which the law of contracts demands, but which it unfortunately 
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has seldom received from English writers. Mr. Addison, it is true, has 
to some extent availed himself of the assistance which the continental 
jurists afford in the consideration of topics, most of which are emphati- 
cally juris gentium ; hut he has not always done so with perfect accuracy. 
At the very outset, for instance, he makes the common hlunder of con- 
founding the doctrines of the Roman and of the common law with respect 
to nuda pacta, and of supposing that the causa, which the one, and the 
" consideration," which the other, makes essential to a contract, are con- 
vertible terms. Nothing could be more erroneous. A nude pact in the 
Roman law was simply a promise or agreement, which, from the absence 
of established formalities which indicated deliberation, or from some arti- 
ficial reasons, was not clothed with an action. The question of " con- 
sideration," as we understand the word, had little or nothing to do with 
it. On other points, also, we have noticed that Mr. Addison has drawn a 
little incautiously from the wells of Roman jurisprudence, though perhaps 
not in matters of very grave importance. 

But while thus indicating what we conceive to be a defect in the treatise 
before us, we have no desire to detract from the real and solid merits which 
it possesses, and which are now stamped with the seal of a fourth edition. 
Indeed, for the practical lawyer, its " very failings lean to virtue's side." 
What it wants in abstract completeness is more than compensated for by 
its copiousness of citation, its comprehensiveness of plan, and its general 
accuracy. Its value is much enhanced to the profession in the United 
States by the learned and careful notes of Mr. Ingersoll. 



An Analytical Digest of the Laws of the United States, from the year 1789 to 
the year 1857, with marginal references, a digested syllabus of each title, foot 
notes to the judicial decisions, and a full and exhaustive index. By Frederick C . 
Brightly, Esq., author of "The Law of Costs," "Equity Jurisprudence," etc. ; 
editor of "Purdon's Digest of the Laws of Pennsylvania," etc. Philadelphia: 
Kay & Brother, 1867. One vol. imperial octavo. 

By the courtesy of Messrs. Kay & Brother, we have been shown some 
specimen pages of this work of general interest, and we think the profes- 
sion will be glad to be informed that such a book is now in the hands of 
the printer, and will be presented to the public during the ensuing sum- 



